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of the United States are extensive growths
of cactus. For cultivated plants, see the
subhead Agriculture, under the various arti-
cles on political divisions of the continent.
Animal Life. When first discovered by
white men, North America contained a large
number of wild animals, including a wide
range of species. In the extreme north all of
these are still found, the most important ani-
mals of this region being the walrus, the
polar bear, the fur seal and the caribou, or
American reindeer. The Arctic fox, the
beaver, the otter, the marten and other fur-
bearing animals are also found in this re-
gion. In the southern belt of this region,
extending as far south as northern Maine,
are found the moose and the deer. In the
Rocky Mountain region are found the elk,
the deer, the Eocky Mountain sheep and,
among carnivorous animals, the wolf, the
coati and the black, brown and grizzly bears.
Large herds of bison formerly roamed over
the central plain, but these animals are now
nearly extinct; and only a few herds are
found in national and private parks. These
plains were also the home of the gopher and
the prairie dog. In the Appalachian region
are found the fox, the raccoon, the possum,
the mink, the skunk, the lynx, the wild cat
and the black bear, while squirrels and other
small animals are found throughout the con-
tinent There are many species of birds,
ranging from the highly colored toucans, to-
ward the extreme south, to the wild ducks
and geese of the north. The most conspicu-
ous of the larger birds are the gull, the
falcon, the vulture, the turkey buzzard, the
owl, the wild turkey, the crane, the heron, the
flamingo, the swan, the wild goose, the duck
and the pelican. Among the smaller birds
larks, orioles, thrushes, robins, bluebirds,
parrots, swallows, blackbirds and grosbeaks
are the most familiar. The reptiles are not
conspicuous, most of the snakes being harm-
less. The only venomous species are the
rattlesnake, the copperhead and certain
varieties of watersnake. The alligator found
in the lagoons around the Grulf of Mexico
is the largest reptile on the continent. There
are thousands of species of insects, including
flies, moths, butterflies, "bees and beetles.
Some of these are noted for their gorgeous
hues, but many of them are conspicuous only
for their destruction of vegetation.
Inlialritants, When North America was
discovered it was inhabited by a copper-
 colored race, to whom the name Indians was
given. While this race has become nearly
extinct, as civilization on the continent has
progressed, remnants of it are still found
from the extreme north to the south. Among
the present inhabitants of North America are
found representatives of every European na-
tionality, a large number of people of Afri-
can descent and a number of Mongolians.
In general, in Mexico and Central America
people of Spanish descent predominate. The
United States contains representatives of
every European nation, but those of Fnglish
descent far outnumber any other. The col-
ored inhabitants of the continent are confined
chiefly to the Southern states of the United
States, and in the Canadian provinces are
found people of English and Scotch descent,
while the Province of Quebec is peopled al-
most entirely by the descendants of the early
French colonists.
Political Divisions. The independent
countries of North America, including is-
lands, are the United States, Mexico, Guate-
mala, Honduras, San Salvador, Nicaragua,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Santo Domingo* and Haiti.
Canada is an independent member of the
British Empire. The British colonial posses-
sions are Newfoundland, Belize, or British
Honduras. The islands of Saint Pierre and
Miquelon belong to France.
History, America was first made known
to the world by Christopher Columbus in
1492. The continent of North America was
first discovered by John Cabot in 1497, and
the New World was named after Americus
Yespueius, who was the first to write a de-
scription of it. During the sixteenth century
many voyages of discovery were made by the
Spanish, Portuguese, English and French.
The Spaniards colonized Mexico and made
attempts to settle in what is now the south-
ern part of the United States. The French
also made attempts to settle on the coast of
the United States and along the Saint Law-
rence, but no permanent settlements were
established in these regions until the begin-
ning- of the seventeenth century, when the
English settled in Jamestown, Va., in 1607,
and at Plymouth, Mass., in 1620. The French
made their first settlement at Quebec in 1608.
During the century following, the continent
was practically divided among Spain, Great
Britain and France, but in 1763, at the close
of the French and Indian wars, France ceded
her claim to Great Britain, and the continent

